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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION  
 
The Public Library is requesting that the Board accept a grant in the amount of 
$101,455 from the California State Library to allow the Public Library to enhance literacy 
services at seventeen library literacy centers throughout the County by participating in 
the following California State Library Literacy Services programs: Adult Literacy 
Services (ALS), Families for Literacy (FFL), and English Language Literacy Intensive 
(ELLI).  The ALS will assist adults with minimal reading skills to improve their reading 
and writing in the English language in a one-to-one or small group instructional 
environment.  By offering the FFL program at six library literacy sites, the Public Library 
will provide services that encourage reading and library use in families that include low 
literate adults and their pre-school children.  Under the ELLI program, students, who 
were identified by school staff as English Language Learners, and their parents will 
work with library literacy staff to improve English language skills and increase           
self-esteem. 
 
Your approval of the attached appropriation adjustment in the amount of $101,000 will 
allow the partial funding of the Public Library’s Literacy Coordinator position and the 
purchase of library materials, crafts materials, instructional aids, office supplies, and 
other necessary services and supplies to implement the grant funded programs. 
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals  
 
The grant will result in quality library services to the public, consistent with the County’s 
Strategic Plan goals in the areas of service excellence and children and families’              
well-being. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
The grant will provide funding for enhanced library literacy services to the public at no 
additional cost to the County.  Acceptance of this grant does not commit the County to 
provide ongoing services. 
 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
County policy requires that grants be submitted to the Board of Supervisors for 
acceptance.  A Grant Management statement is included, as required, since the grant 
amount exceeds $100,000 (Attachment B). 
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Of the total grant amount, $71,455 was based on a per capita amount per adult learner 
served in 2003-04 and a match on local funds raised and expended for adult literacy 
services.  The remaining $30,000 is the baseline grant amount. 
 
The ELLI program will continue the collaboration between Compton Library and the 
Clarence A. Dickinson and Rosecrans Elementary Schools, and begin a partnership 
with George Washington Elementary of the Compton Unified School District.   
 
The seventeen literacy centers are located in the following libraries: Baldwin Park, 
Carson, City Terrace, Clifton M. Brakensiek, Compton, Duarte, Huntington Park, La 
Verne, Lynwood, Norwalk, Paramount, Pico Rivera, Quartz Hill, San Fernando, South 
Whittier, Valencia, and Walnut. 
 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES 
 
The grant will enable the Public Library to enhance literacy services in designated 
literacy centers to English-speaking adults, families with English language needs and 
children up to 5 years old, and lower elementary-aged students.  This grant will also 
allow for the Public Library’s continued collaboration with the Compton Unified School 
District in targeting the student population for improvement of English language literacy 
skills. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Margaret Donnellan Todd 
County Librarian 
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Attachments (2) 
 
c: Chief Administrative Officer 
 Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors 
 Auditor-Controller 


